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BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
As winter break comes to an end, 
construction continues across cam-
pus despite delays from inclement 
weather.
Three of the current projects, Top-
per Tavern and Grill, Chili’s Grill and 
Bar and the Confucius Institute, have 
made progress since the end of last se-
mester.
According to Gary Meszaros, assis-
tant vice president of Business and 
Auxiliary Services, construction on 
both the Topper Tavern and Chili’s 
has nearly reached completion. While 
both projects were slated to open this 
January, the recent snow and ice have 
pushed back the predicted opening 
dates.
Under the current estimate, Top-
per Tavern is expected to be finished 
in about two weeks, while Apr. 1 is 
the predicted completion date for 
Chili’s.
Regarding Topper Tavern, Bryan 
Russell, chief facilities officer, said all 
that remains is to get the furniture 
delivered and go through a permit-
ting process once the furniture is in 
place.
Construction has also continued 
on the lot for a new building that will 
house the Confucius Institute.
Terrill Martin, managing direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute, said 
the lot, which is located next to the 
Honors College and International 
Center, has already been leveled, 
and prep work to start construction 
is underway.
Martin predicts the actual construc-
tion of the building will begin in the 
next couple of weeks, weather permit-
ting.
“The projected completion date is 
around August 2016,” said Martin.
Once completed, the one-story 
building will house several offices, an 
exhibition area and four classrooms. 
Three of the classrooms will be desig-
nated for independent learning rooms 
while the fourth will house a kitchen 
for demonstration cooking.
Offices in Helm Library currently oc-
cupied by the Confucius Institute will 




Joining other universities, 
WKU Housing and Residence 
Life has placed a temporary 
ban on hoverboards and simi-
lar vehicles in residence halls 
and apartments on campus.
This decision was made in lieu 
of recent reports of hoverboards 
catching fire while charging.
Last semester, it was an-
nounced that hoverboards 
were included in WKU’s rec-
reational mobility policy 
and banned from use in and 
around buildings on campus, 
according to the WKU Student 
Code of Conduct.
Students received an email 
from HRL on Jan. 14 that de-
scribed the new temporary 
policy.
The new policy states, “Mo-
torized vehicles and electronic 
skateboards, including hover 
boards, self-balancing scooters, 
and other similar equipment 
are prohibited from being used, 
stored and/or charged in all 
university-managed residence 
halls and apartments.”
Kit Tolbert, director of HRL, 
said when faculty returned to 
campus after the break and 
saw warnings about hover-
boards as well as other uni-
versities’ bans on them, they 
decided to create a new policy 
for WKU.
Tolbert said the main issue 
with the hoverboards is their 
tendency to catch fire. How-
ever, she said she does not see 
the ban becoming a perma-
nent policy on campus.
“This policy is what we have 
in place for now,” Tolbert said. 
“Once the industry can cor-
rect them and make the hover-
boards safer, we’ll lift that ban.”
The United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
reports that there have been 
at least 40 investigations in-
volving fires started from 
hoverboards in the United 
States. Most of these investi-
gations concern hoverboards’ 
lithium-ion batteries smok-
ing and catching fire. In the 
same email detailing the new 
policy, HRL said reports from 
the United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
raised safety concerns and in-
fluenced the department’s de-
cision to ban hoverboards.
Jennifer Tougas, director of 
Parking and Transportation 
Services, said she was initially 
informed about safety issues 
and combustion involving 
hoverboards by a coworker 
in the transportation depart-
ment. The department then 
decided to ban hoverboards 
from buses on campus as well 
as buildings.
“For safety’s sake, we won’t be 
allowing hover-boards on the 
WKU buses starting spring se-
mester,” Tougas said in an email.
Other colleges and univer-
sities across the U.S. have 
taken similar action. The 
University of Kentucky tem-
porarily banned hoverboards
and similar devices “based
upon University of Kentucky
safety standards and recent
instances of batteries from
electronic skateboards and
self-balancing devices burst-
ing into flames,” according to
a press release from UK. The
press release also stated that
“all students, faculty and staff
must leave these devices at an
off-campus location.”
Eastern Kentucky University
and Murray State University
have instituted similar poli-
cies, according to press releas-
es from each school.
Outside Kentucky, other uni-
versities like Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., and
Louisiana State University in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, are also
banning hoverboards until more
is known about the fires’ causes.
Michael Crowe, Jr., the direc-
tor of Judicial Affairs at WKU,
wants to remind students
these devices are not allowed
in buildings during the spring
2016 semester.
“The Office of Judicial Af-
fairs will be using the current
recreational mobility code of
conduct to address the issue
of recreational use of these
boards and raise awareness
of proper use and safety as a
layer to the policy change,”















ILLUSTRATION BY EMILY VOGLER/HERALD
snowmaggedon
Ben Powell of Bowling Green stands in the snow after a failed attempt to help move a car that was stuck on the side of 
Scottsville Road. Powell has been going out with his coworkers for the past two years to help people stuck in dangerous 
conditions. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
Winter storm delays students return to the Hill
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Snow and ice brought changes and 
delays to WKU’s spring schedule as 
campus was closed on the first day of 
class on Monday.
Students making their way back to 
Bowling Green were welcomed by the 
first major snow of the year. Saturday 
night, students, faculty and staff re-
ceived an email from Bob Skipper, the 
director of media relations and public 
affairs, saying that all classes Monday 
would be canceled.
Melissa Moore of the Warren County 
Emergency Management Office said 
Warren County began preparing for the 
winter storm last Wednesday before the 
storm hit, with two daily conference 
calls with the National Weather Service. 
Moore said they also contacted places 
in Warren County and Bowling Green 
Friday's snow storm hit the Bowling Green area with 12 inches of snow. While 
main roads were mostly clear, backroads in much of Kentucky were still patched 
with snow and ice. JENNIFER KING/HERALDSEE SNOW PAGE A2
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such as schools and fire departments.
“Our main concern was people staying 
safe during the actual storm,” Moore said. 
“We were worried about power outages 
and opening shelters, but thankfully we 
didn’t have too much of that.”
Moore said the most important thing 
for traveling in these conditions is to be 
aware.
“Take your time,” Moore said. “Don’t 
speed, and try to look at road condi-
tions before you leave your home. The 
Department of Transportation will let 
you know what roads are clear.”
On campus, students and staff faced 
layers of ice and snow. Many students, 
like sophomore Rachel McClain, 
parked their cars on or around campus 
before the storm hit. By the weekend, 
they were forced to dig their cars out of 
ice and snow.
“I parked my car on Thursday before 
the snow hit,” McClain said. “My car 
was covered in snow and ice, and there 
was a ton of snow pushed up behind it 
from the plows, behind the wheels.”
McClain said that she had four-wheel 
drive, and wasn’t worried about her car 
being stuck in the snow.
“The real problem was getting the 
snow off of my car and waiting for the 
ice to melt,” McClain said.
Parking and Transportation Services 
worked to clear roads and parking lots 
on campus before the start of classes. 
In an email sent to students, faculty 
and staff on Sunday night, Parking 
and Transportation released a list of 
changes, including lots that would be 
closed or changed to a different per-
mit zone because of the weather con-
ditions.
“If you can’t travel,” Moore said, 
“know that your life is more important 
than making it to class.”
SNOW
Continued from Front
If you can’t travel, know that your life is 
more important than making it to class.”
Mellissa Moore
• Sophomore Lucas Starkey, Bowling Green, reported on Jan. 4 that his 





Location: Downing Student Union 
2081
Time: 5 p.m. 
“Human on Mars” 
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7-8 p.m.
WKU men’s basketball vs. UAB
Location: Diddle Arena
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Regents meeting 
Location: Elizabethtown Regional 
Center
Time: 10 a.m.
An Evening of Jazz Piano with the 
Beegie Adair Trio" 
Location: Van Meter Auditorium
Time: 7:30 p.m.
WKU men’s basketball vs. Middle Tennessee













Winter ClearanceGOING ON NOW
1121 WILKINSON TRACE, BOWLING GREEN, KY  (270) 842-6211
ALL WINTER SPORTSWEAR & OUTERWEAR
 **EXCLUDES PATAGONIA AT 30% OFF
SELECTED SHOES 20-50% OFF
required to report student vio-
lators to the dean of students.”
WKU’s efforts to ban smok-
ing on campus have been 
compared to the University of 
Kentucky’s similar policy en-
acted in 2009. UK’s smoking 
ban is a campuswide project 
led by former university presi-
dent Lee Todd according to El-
len Hahn, the co-chairwoman 
of UK’s Tobacco-free Taskforce.
“The ban was started from ef-
forts by our medical center and 
was eventually supported by 
students, faculty and housing 
staff,” Hahn said. “It became 
a campuswide project for the 
university.”
After SGA met with UK’s 
representative on Jan. 20, 
questions arose about WKU’s 
BY MARCEL MAYO AND 
JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU’s Student Government 
Association was expected to 
enforce the new phaseout plan 
for smoking; however, SGA is 
unwilling to do so.
SGA will not be able to as-
semble an ambassadorial pro-
gram to handle the ban as pre-
viously planned, according to 
SGA President Jay Todd Richey.
“We had a representative 
from Tobacco-free UK [Uni-
versity of Kentucky] come and 
speak about their transition 
to a tobacco-free campus,” 
Richey said. “We learned UK 
actually pays ambassadors to 
enforce the policy, and they are 
compatibility with the policy 
model. Members were con-
cerned by UK’s use of cam-
pus employees to monitor the 
campus and prevent smoking.
“Our tobacco-free ambassa-
dors on campus used to be vol-
unteers and students,” Hahn 
said. “We quickly learned 
that ambassadors needed to 
be part-time employees that 
weren’t always students.”
At this time, SGA seems un-
willing to follow this path in 
enforcing the phaseout plan, 
according to Richey.
“I realize President Rans-
dell’s email said SGA would 
assemble a ‘cadre of students,’ 
but SGA has no intention on 
actually being the group that 
enforces this,” Richey said. “I 
Smoking ban to remain voluntary policy
a3
would also like to say that I dis-
agree with the new smoking, 
tobacco and vapor ban, but as 
student body president, I will 
adhere to it if that was the deci-
sion made.”
The plan of action for the 
time being will be various signs 
promoting voluntary compli-
ance of the policy without pu-
nitive measure.
The three-year phaseout 
plan is expected to make WKU 
smoke-free by Jan. 1, 2018.
I realize President Ransdell’s 
email said SGA would assemble a 
‘cadre of students,’ but SGA has 
no intention on actually being the 
group that enforces this.”
SGA President Jay Todd Richey
WKU's active shooting video fi nished
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
With universities across the nation becoming more 
aware of the need for procedures for active shootings 
on campuses, WKU joins the list of institutions with 
explanatory videos on the subject.
The video was produced after the Faculty Welfare 
and Professional Responsibilities Committee for the 
University Senate decided to gather data on Ken-
tucky university policies and benchmark programs. 
The Herald previously reported on the senate report 
from Oct. 15 in which the committee looked at the 
best methods for involving the entire campus com-
munity.
“These types of programs work best when all 
members of the university are in the conversation,” 
Patricia Minter, chairwoman of the committee, told 
reporters in the fall. “This includes students, faculty 
and staff members.”
Nashville senior Lena Talbot, a student worker at 
WKU’s PBS station, is one of the students Minter 
mentioned as being essential to the conversation. 
Talbot said it was a learning experience for her to be 
a part of the active shooter training video, which was 
shot primarily in Mass Media and Technology Hall.
“The purpose of the video was to showcase what 
universities can do in case of an active shooter on
campus,” Talbot said. “The video shows students
how they can be aware of a plan in action.”
PBS staff participated in the filming of the video
as well as rounding out the cast of the project. The
shooter depicted in the video was also a PBS em-
ployee.
The brief video will be released on WKU’s website
by the end of February for students to access and
learn from. Talbot said just being in the video pro-
vided its own lessons.
“I learned that things can happen out of nowhere,
and you have to be calm in situations that are scary
like that,” Talbot said.
A man waits by the entrance to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem on a Sun-
day morning. Multiple Christian denominations 
have partial ownership of the church, which is 
built over the crucifi xion site and empty tomb of 
Jesus. Because of the many groups that use the 
church, Sunday morning processions and litur-
gies take place one after the other from 4-8:45 
a.m. every week. 
This winter, I got to spend two weeks explor-
ing Israel with two dear friends and a camera. 
It's a meeting place of ancient and modern, 
east and west, warpaths and worshippers. We 
felt the rhythms of Israeli pop, honking street 
trolleys and the footsteps of religious pilgrims. 
It's a place where we smelled tear gas, saw as-
sault rifl es on every street corner and yet could 
see where the birth of Christ has been com-
memorated for centuries. We deal with angry 
airport security personnel, open sewage lines 
and shouting street vendors, and yet we got to 
see breathtaking sunsets, quiet foggy mornings 
and stones with more history than my entire 
home country. It's a place of extremes, but I 
wouldn't have missed it for anything.  
Thursday's paper will showcase a selection of 
work from our photo staff  taken during winter 
break.
PHOTO PREVIEW: TWO FRIENDS AND A CAMERABY ABBY POTTER
Wkuherald.com WKu's no. 1 source for campus news
OPINIONWKUHERALD.COM
JANUARY 26, 2016 >  WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Starting this semester, fi -
nancial aid residuals won’t be disbursed 
until three weeks after the semester be-
gins.
OUR STANCE: While the intentions 
were good, this change in policy may 
cause more harm than it does good.
We’ve been warned about this mul-
tiple times through emails since the 
beginning of last semester, but it’s 
still a bummer to realize that residual 
disbursement will be coming three 
weeks later than usual after the 100 
percent drop-add period.
Previously, students would use 
this money towards rent, groceries, 
books, school supplies and other ne-
cessities. Now, however, all of those 
will have to wait.
The financial aid department claims 
many other universities are choosing 
to implement this policy, but accord-
ing to the financial aid departments 
at the University of Louisville and 
University of Kentucky, students are 
able to receive their residuals during 
the first week classes begin. At East-
ern Kentucky University they imple-
ment this policy, but their drop-add 
period ends sooner than WKU's, al-
lowing the students access to their 
residual money during the second 
week of the semester.
WKU’s financial aid department 
made the decision to withhold resid-
uals until after the drop-add period 
because students would often spend 
their residual money, drop a class 
and then owe money to the univer-
sity for the class they dropped.
According to Cindy Burnette, the 
director of Student Financial Assis-
tance, the university consulted a ran-
dom group of students, and they said 
they would rather wait for their re-
siduals instead of being put through 
the hardship of owing money after 
receiving it.
This resolution, however, just seems 
to create more problems for stu-
dents. While the university is push-
ing students to buy their textbooks 
and school supplies at the university 
bookstore and charge these to their 
account, textbooks are often much 
more expensive at the bookstore. As 
for rent, the financial aid department 
is offering to send letters explaining 
the delay to landlords of students 
who will not be able to be able to pay 
their rent on time due to this change. 
The property manager of the Col-
umns Apartments, Ali Pittman, said 
this wouldn’t be a problem for her 
and that she understood the finan-
cial hardships of being a student. On 
the other hand, this isn’t a guarantee 
that all landlords will be similarly for-
giving.
The financial aid department had 
another option: requiring students 
to inform the university of their plans 
for enrollment. However, this still left 
an opportunity for students who 
changed from full-time to part-time 
to owe money.
These don’t seem like problems that 
the majority of students face. While 
it is bad that some are left owing the 
university money after spending 
their residuals, many more need that 
money sooner than three weeks into 
the semester.
‘‘It's our money and 
we need it now’’
Change in residual disbursement leaves students suffering
Gerogia O'Connell @goconnell14: 
Georgia life update: WKU plowed en-
tire parking lot except by my car and 
now I'm boxed in with 2 ft of snow — 
12:41 PM - 24 Jan 2016
Tim LeMastus @TLeMastus51: Ac-
cording to Snapchat the WKU student 
body seems to be really upset about 
having all of these snow days#WKU — 
12:06 PM - 24 Jan 2016
Trish Jaggers @jaggwire: #Skipper-
Bob is suddenly trending with all WKU 
students. Don't you wish your school 
had a Skipper, Bob? #snowmagge-
don2016 #WKUSnowDay — 7:47 PM 
- 23 Jan 2016
Victor Page @TheRealVicPage: That 
correction text from WKU scared the 
jeepers out of me for a second — 5:50 
PM - 23 Jan 2016
Timothy S. Rich @timothysrich: 
I'm convinced that WKU intention-
ally waits until I shovel my driveway to 
cancel classes.      — 9:27 PM - 23 Jan 
2016
Justin Downey @jdowney_: Will 
WKU students ever return and begin 
classes? Stay tuned for more info. — 
7:38 PM - 23 Jan 2016
Bethany Kormelink @bkormelink: 
Saying a prayer for whoever sent out 
that WKU text, didn't even spell can-
celled right — 5:48 PM - 23 Jan 2016
Logan Kirby @duke_kirbs: WKU's
winter break makes me feel like I don't
even go to school. — 9:17 PM - 22 Jan
2016 
brenna @brennamuncy: I assume ev-
eryone at wku is sledding right now —
8:14 PM - 22 Jan 2016
Sarah Miller @miller_lyfe: WKU, even
in the ice and snow you still have my
heart — 2:01 PM - 22 Jan 2016
Welcome back to campus, snow bunnies! 
Winter has finally arrived, and we've collec-
tively resigned ourselves to sweatpants and 
hot chocolate with the intention of hiber-
nating until spring. With this cold weather 
comes the challenge of dressing stylishly 
while remaining toasty.
The climate might be arctic, but your ward-
robe doesn't have to suffer.
Want to look good and stay warm? Layer! 
You have probably realized what an incred-
ible style tool layering can be, and it is espe-
cially handy in the chillier months. One of my 
favorite looks is the turtleneck and sweater 
combo. You can then add a jacket and coat.
Be aware that you can have too much of a 
good thing when it comes to layering. If you’re 
going to layer a turtleneck and sweater, don't 
grab your chunkiest knitted turtleneck and 
your heaviest pullover. Instead, mix a light-
weight base garment with heavier outerwear.
Layering is invaluable when it comes to 
changing temperatures. It helps you stay 
comfortable for a freezing trek to a classroom 
that’s set to sauna temperature. Having the 
ability to peel off some of those extra layers is 
vital if you don't want to die of heat exhaus-
tion every time you enter a building.
Before you shrug off those extra coats and 
jackets, you have to brave the elements and 
trudge through the snow. You will never be 
more thankful for a pair of boots than in that 
moment. Duck boots, whether you love or 
hate them, are undeniably practical in this 
weather. They protect your feet from getting 
soggy and keep those cute little toes of yours 
snug and safe from frostbite.
Don't limit yourself to duck boots, but steer 
clear of suede. Those cute suede boots will be 
ruined after a jaunt in the drifts.
Know there are many ways to dress both 
practically and stylishly for the elements. Use 
this winter to express yourself with a fresh 














The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Director of Student 
Publications
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
How to dress stylishly in winter weather
SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S
Across
1 Hockey disk
5 Blows, as one’s lines




15 Parts in a play
16 British prep school
17 Arab League prince
18 Deed holder
19 Weaponry
20 Canadian flag 
symbol
22 “Farewell, mon 
ami!”
23 “Put a __ on it!”
24 Prevailing weather
26 After-dinner brandy
30 Every 24 hours
31 “Hold Me” 
Grammy winner K.T.
32 Rap sheet abbr.









44 Like mountain 
roads
46 Mojave or Gobi
47 Two-deck rummy 
variety
50 Dylan or Dole
51 Hotelier Helmsley
52 Final details to 
take care of ... and, 
literally, what the last 
words of 20-Across 
and 10- and 29-Down 
can be
58 The Emerald Isle
59 Heavenly food
60 Injured, as a 
muscle
61 Wealthy, in Juárez







1 Sonnet or haiku
2 West Point initials





8 Sexy photos in 
women’s mags
9 Ukr. or Estonia, 
during the Cold War
10 Preface to Bush 




13 Occur as a result
21 Stylish vigor
22 Have a bug
25 Unreliable witness
26 Winter wear
27 Capital on a fjord
28 Secluded valley
29 “America’s Got 
Talent” host since 
2009
30 Eggs and butter 
market section





39 Psychedelic light 
source
43 Emmy winner 
Neuwirth






49 Straight up, 
cocktailwise
50 Good, in France




56 Really dull time
57 Arcade giant
59 Pas’ mates
JANUARY 26, 2016WKUHERALD.COM A5
THE FUN PAGE
CLASSIFIEDS
Classifi ed Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear
herald.advertising@wku.edu
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when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald 
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 




Apartment for sublease at Campus Point. 3 bedroom, 
3 bath. $405/month utilities included. 2-3 miles from 
campus. (270)459-0236
HELP WANTED
Have a love for baseball? High school umpires needed. 
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An abandoned barn weathers the snow off  Old Scottsville Road in Bowling Green. JENNIFER KING/HERALD
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
WHITEOUT
Bowling Green native and Gatton Academy junior Elaine Losekamp, left, 
sleds with her older sister Katie Losekamp, a sophomore at WKU, on Saturday. 
"Sledding is a lot of fun, but I forgot how tiring it can be," Katie Losekamp said.  
JENNIFER KING/HERALD
Somerset Freshman Lincoln Curry throws a snowball during a snowball fi ght in 
front of Minton Hall on Friday.
SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
Residents of Bowling Green take to the streets and head to Hospital Hill for some fun in the snow. While snow was still falling, dozens of people were already sledding 
and snowboarding up and down the hill. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
A SELECTION FROM 
OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 
OF THE BEST PHOTOS 
FROM This weekend's 
Snow storm
LIFEWKUHERALD.COM
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WKU student selected as Derby Festival princess 
BY KALEE CHISM
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Every year, Kentucky hosts 
a festival that surrounds “the 
most intense two minutes in 
sports”: the Kentucky Derby 
Festival. Part of this festival is 
the Royal Court, a program 
comprised of a few girls select-
ed from Kentucky and south-
ern Indiana who serve as am-
bassadors for the festival. This 
year, five girls were selected.
Andi Dahmer, a freshman 
from Louisville, was one of 
those five. Dahmer said Derby 
Festival candidates participate 
in over 70 events during the 
semester and also represent 
the festival.
“Over the course of the next 
semester, we will attend over 
70 events, some starting as 
early as 6 in the morning and 
going past midnight,” Dahmer 
said.
She said the Derby princess 
is an ambassador for the state 
of Kentucky, the city of Lou-
isville, her native city and her 
university.
“We’ll get to experience all 
these Derby events and show 
the rest of the world and all 
the people that attend Derby 
what it really means to be a 
Kentuckian,” she said.
Debra Rayman, the vice 
president of The Fillies Inc. 
and leader of the Royal Court 
program this year, reiterated 
how the five candidates will be 
ambassadors for the festival as 
well as the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky.
Being a Derby princess is 
more than just a glamorous 
position, according to Ray-
man; princesses are exposed 
to networks that can last a life-
time.
“It allows them to make the 
connections that can help 
them in the future, such as job 
opportunities, but it is an out-
standing opportunity to meet 
so many different people in so 
many different aspects,” Ray-
man said. “We are focusing 
this year on reaching out more 
into the community, such as 
incorporating [ambassadors’] 
philanthropies that they work 
closely with into their appear-
ances.”
Rayman said the process 
of selecting princesses takes 
months and involves rounds 
of interviews. Candidates 
must be 18 or older and qual-
ify as full-time students from 
Kentucky or southern Indiana.
This year, only 28 of the 147 
applicants became finalists, 
and only five were selected as 
princesses. One queen from 
the court will be chosen in the 
coming months.
Rayman said once candi-
dates meet initial qualifica-
tions, they pass through a 
round of preliminary inter-
views that narrows the pool of 
candidates. She said the inter-
views’ main objective is to find 
young women who are poised 
and articulate as well as good 
students.
“One of the main roles is 
serving as an ambassador and 
being comfortable talking to 
anyone in the community. 
They could be having lunch 
with the governor, or they 
could be reading to a group of 
preschool students. They need 
to be able to interact with all 
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
WKU students and Bowling Green 
residents will have the opportunity 
to be trained in lobbying legislative 
officials on Tuesday at The Foundry 
Christian Community Center begin-
ning at 6 p.m.
The Bowling Green Fairness Coali-
tion, Kentuckians for the Common-
wealth, and the Coalition for Social 
Justice came together to host the event 
“Creating Change: Citizen Lobbying 
and Non-Violent Direct Training.”
“This event is to show everyday peo-
ple like me and you how to have their 
voice heard effectively,” a KFTC mem-
ber said.
Participants will learn how to send 
emails, arrange meetings and make 
calls to legislative officials on the state 
and local levels.
Bowling Green senior Kate McElroy 
will be a co-facilitator for the event. 
McElroy will be helping participants 
in a brainstorming activity that covers 
the topic of renters’ rights.
McElroy said she is excited to engage 
other people about the ins and outs of 
lobbying.
“I’ve been interested in knowing 
my rights for a while, so I think I have 
some knowledge to share,” McElroy 
said.
McElroy has been a member of the 
Student Coalition for Renters Rights 
and believes her knowledge on the is-
sue can help others become empow-
ered activists.
McElroy isn’t the only one concerned 
about the empowerment of the com-
munity. Dora James, regional orga-
nizer for the Bowling Green Fairness 
campaign, shares similar sentiments.
“I hope people leave [the event] 
knowing that this isn’t hard to do,” 
James said.
James said she thinks the facilitators 
of the event, including herself, will do 
a good job of explaining what lobby-
ing and how it helps people become 
proactive.
“It’s important for people to be in-
volved in the democratic process,” 
James said.
Fairness Coalition 




Silence filled Chandler Memorial 
Chapel as friends, family and col-
leagues gathered to celebrate the life 
of Tammy Jeffries on Monday.
Jeffries joined the communication 
department in August 2014 as the 
visiting minority postdoctoral fel-
low. She had just finished her third 
semester with the department before 
her passing on Jan. 15. Jeffries was 
known as an impassioned teacher, an 
authentic colleague and to her family, 
a follower and fulfiller of her dreams.
Jeffries grew up in Michigan around 
the Detroit area suburbs before mov-
ing to the southwest area of Michi-
gan, according to her sister Christine 
Lockridge. Lockridge, her younger 
sister and their brother were all raised 
by their mother after their father died.
Lockridge recalled a fun childhood 
with her sister. One standout memory 
came from a time when they attend-
ed a Quaker friend’s grade school in 
the Detroit area. Lockridge said one 
daily activity was gathering around in 
reading circles as each student read a 
page from a book and then passed it 
to the next student.
Lockridge said when her sister’s 
turn to read came, she would make 
up her own story instead of reciting 
the one in the book.
Lockridge described these stories as 
being exciting and vivid and said her 
sister’s style of reading was theatri-
cal. She remembered more students 
gathering around when her sister 
started to speak and pour creativity 
into the story.
“She would just start; her imagina-
tion would just go so wild. She’d take 
the beginning of the story and just 
turn it into a magical adventure, and 
all the kids would start coming over 
and listening to her,” Lockridge said. 
“So it turned into her reading hour.”
Lockridge said she has learned 
from people who worked with or 
were taught by her sister that Jeffries 
continued to draw people to her. Stu-
dents would follow her back to her 
office to continue a conversation or 
a story.
Hannah Burd, a Cave City alum-
na, was one such student who ap-
proached Jeffries one day after having 
her in Intercultural Communication 
in August 2014. Burd was a key player 
in establishing the interCULTURAL 
club with Jeffries at the end of Jeffries’ 
first semester in 2014.
During Burd’s class with Jeffries, 
Burd discovered her passion in in-
tercultural communication and ap-
proached Jeffries to explain how she 
wished to pursue it. They soon began 
collaborating together and arrived at 
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Enter in peace
Andi Dahmer, a freshman from Louisville, was selected as one of 
fi ve candidates chosen to be in the Kentucky Derby Royal Court. 
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» TIPS FOR SUCCESS: Four ways to start 
fresh this semester, B2.
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It’s that time of the year again. Classes 
are starting, professors are passing out 
syllabi and students are left wondering 
how they can make this semester a lit-
tle less stressful than the previous one.
Here’s a list of tips and tricks students 
can employ this spring 2016 to start off 
fresh.
1. Make to-do lists your new nor-
mal. Too often students think they 
know exactly which assignments and 
exams are coming up, only to remem-
ber a forgotten paper at the last min-
ute. If writing physical reminders in a 
planner isn’t your thing, meet in the 
middle with a to-do list app. There 
are various free planner apps on the 
market. Lifehacker.com recommends 
ones like Google Keep, where you can 
color-code your reminders and swipe 
them away upon completing the ac-
tivity.
2. Start small so you don’t have to pro-
crastinate. This is a chronic problem 
for many students. Whether you thrive 
on fast-approaching deadlines or en-
joy the cycle of regret and relief every 
time you start and finish a project, try-
ing a new method to take away some 
stress might be a welcome change. 
Leo Babauta of the website Zen Habits 
suggests tackling a project by finishing 
tiny pieces of it bit by bit.
3. Use the buddy system; it still works. 
It might be tempting to check out men-
tally when blazing through your last 
Colonnade classes, but you could be 
missing an opportunity to work with 
others and earn that A. Natalie Hayes, 
a sophomore resident assistant from 
Guatemala City, Guatemala, advises 
students to find a partner who can 
help you tackle the course. 
4. Get that workout in. It’s no se-
cret that regular exercise contributes 
to overall health, but scheduling it 
while dealing with classes, jobs and 
extracurriculars can sometimes be a 
challenge. But according to Campus 
Mind Works, improved focus and 
reduction of stress are just two ben-
efits of exercise for college students. 
WKU’s Preston Center offers more 
than just a track and weight room. 
Group X classes like Zumba, Cardio 
Craze and yoga are offered throughout 
the week, and the natatorium has ex-
tensive time slots for open swim. If you 
find you still can’t make it to the gym, 
climbing the stairs to class or taking 
a break from the White Line can be a 
way to include a bit more physical ac-
tivity in your schedule.
While this list isn’t comprehensive, it 
encompasses some of the ways students 
can make welcome changes this semes-
ter. ILLUSTRATION BY KATHERINE SPROLES
Ways to form 
new habits 
this semester
finished with 19 fast-break points 
compared to none from the Toppers.
WKU finished the long road trip 1-3, 
falling to 2-5 in conference play. The 
Toppers have a tough week ahead 
as they return to Diddle Arena and 
take on the top-ranked University of 
Alabama at Birmingham (16-3) on 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and then long-
time rival Middle Tennessee (13-5) on 
Saturday.
“We got what are considered the 
two best teams in the league in UAB 
and MTSU at home, so we will see 
what we are made of next week,” said 
Harper.
These matchups are two of the big-
gest games the Tops face this season. 
The team is currently at a crossroads 
with a 10-10 record.
Be sure to look for a preview of the 
two big games WKU has ahead in the 
Herald on Thursday.
“I’m just really proud of her and the 
player that she is for this team and this 
program.”
Noble has recorded three double-
doubles this season and has flirted 
with the triple-double on several occa-
sions. Noble is two assists shy of a 2:1 
assist-to-turnover ratio on the season 
and also has 48 steals to go along with 
21 blocks.
“She’s very special, and you’re right, 
she doesn’t like to talk about herself at 
all,” Clark-Heard said. “I’m very fortu-
nate as a coach, and I think her team-
mates are the same way, to get to play 
with someone like her who just loves 
the game and has passion and just 
wants to win.”
Noble will look to help the Lady Top-
pers achieve another win on Thursday 
in Birmingham, Alabama, against UAB. 
WKU will get back on the road after a 
four-game home stand where the Lady 
Toppers extended their home-winning 





James is expecting college students 
to attend and thinks the event is very 
beneficial for that demographic.
“They are the crowd who really 
doesn’t take part in things like this, 
so I believe this will empower them 
to have another way for them to 
change the things around them,” 
James said.
The creators of this event have host-
ed events of similar nature before. 
Similar events were offered during the 
fall 2015 semester on campus but were 
canceled due to winter weather condi-
tions.
James said the reason the events are 
hosted around this time of the year is 
because this is the time the General 
Assembly happens and issues can be 
presented to local officials.
Louisville junior and political science 
major Indygo Ray said she is looking 
forward to the event.
“Lobbying not only shows you how 
to stand up and voice your opinion 
about an issue that needs to be fixed, 
but it allows you to make a difference 
in your community,” Ray said.
Ray said she believes participants 
will leave the event with confidence.
“You have the power to change poli-
cies, and this is a way to know that
they’ll listen, so you have to feel good
about that,” Ray said.
McElroy also expressed excitement
about the event.
“This is my first time being a facilita-
tor, and I’m just excited to get back into
this area of my life,” McElroy said. “I’m




the people that attend the festivities,” 
Rayman said.
During the interview process, Dah-
mer said, experience with college ad-
mission interviews and involvement in 
the Student Government Association 
greatly assisted her.
“The main thing that prepared me 
were the college interviews my senior 
year just because a lot of the structure 
of the interview process of becoming 
a Derby princess was the same as that 
of college interviews,” Dahmer said. 
“One of the biggest things [that helped] 
is SGA … I feel like the way I am able to 
represent my peers in SGA really helps 
me represent Kentucky.”
Ann Coffey, Dahmer’s mother, said 
Dahmer’s organization and ambition 
were enormous assets.
“Andi has a lot of initiative. She is very 
organized, and when she talks with 
you, you understand that she is very 
interested and very concerned about 
what you have to say,” Coffey said.
Dahmer hopes to use her position to 
challenge Kentucky stereotypes and 
associate the Derby Festival with Ken-
tucky culture.
“I am most looking forward to show-
ing other people that Kentucky is Derby 
and Derby is Kentucky because so of-
ten Kentucky is reduced to stereotypes 
while the Derby Festival is revered as 
the amazing tradition that it is,” she 
said. “I think that showing people that 
they are synonymous is the thing that 




the creation of the intercultural club.
Burd said she and Jeffries shared sim-
ilar mindsets about how they wanted 
to change the future and to speak. 
Burd said Jeffries inspired her to con-
tinue her dreams and gave her “the 
kick in the butt when I needed it and 
then the hug when I needed it.”
Burd said the interCULTURAL club 
promotes equality among races, reli-
gions, ages and abilities and that ev-
eryone should be treated equally. Burd 
said during the initial stages of form-
ing the club, she worked to spread the 
word to students through social media 
and flyers. During one instance, she 
tried to promote the club and was met 
with jokes and jeering.
Burd had recently discovered her 
passion for wanting to pursue inter-
cultural communication and struggled 
to make sense of what to do. She ap-
proached Jeffries with her concerns. 
Burd was met with overwhelming en-
couragement from Jeffries.
“She was like, ‘You can do it. God 
chose you for a specific reason ... God 
chose you and you’ve got this, and I’m 
going to be here for you. You can do 
it,’” Burd said of her conversation with 
Jeffries.
Lockridge has been gathering stories 
like Burd’s since her sister’s death. She 
says her job now is to “find out as much 
about the other Tammy that wasn’t my 
sister” as possible as she pieces to-
gether narratives from those Jeffries 
worked with and taught in class.
Lockridge said she and her brother 
are currently in the process of start-
ing a nonprofit organization in Jeffries’ 
memory. The purpose of the nonprofit 
will be to raise money for grants or 
scholarships for people who think 
creatively and have innovative ideas 
about intercultural and interracial ac-
ceptance and education.
“I know that we want to somehow 
continue the story that she wanted to 
tell,” Lockridge said.
Jeffries had a passion for interracial 
and intercultural communication, ac-
cording to Helen Sterk, the head of the 
communication department. While 
Jeffries taught a course in intercultural 
communication, she was slated to be-
gin teaching a new graduate class in 
inter-racial communication this week. 
Sterk said Jeffries especially wanted to 
focus on American interracial commu-
nication.
“Given what’s happened in the past 
year with Black Lives Matter, with Fer-
guson, with the protests at the Uni-
versity of Missouri, she was right on 
target,” Sterk said. “That is exactly the 
focus that’s necessary.”
Sterk said she met Jeffries at a con-
ference for an organization they were 
both involved with. When she learned 
she could recruit someone for Jeffries’ 
position, she didn’t hesitate and was 
taken immediately by Jeffries’ enthusi-
asm and authenticity.
“She always was excited about meet-
ing people and sharing their lives. She 
felt a huge passion for teaching,” Sterk 
said.
In addition to teaching, Jeffries also 
mentored students, including Burd, 
who said Jeffries taught her about hard 
work and true passion. Burd said that 
although Jeffries was older, her spirit 
was much younger.
“What I’m going to take with me is 
everything she’s taught me — every-
thing that I’ve learned from her — and 
I’m definitely going to use it one day,” 
Burd said.
While Burd retains all the lessons she 
learned from Jeffries, Lockridge and 
her family continue to learn about the 
legacy Jeffries left behind.
Lockridge said they are in denial right 
now, but she and her mother have 
taken comfort from Jeffries’ ability to 
meet her goals. Lockkridge said her 
sister was ambitious and had a vision 
for her entire life of what she wanted 
to accomplish. One goal was obtaining 
her doctorate.
“It was a long, hard fight to get her 
Ph.D. She was an unconventional stu-
dent, an older student — she was dys-
lexic —but she powered through and 
actually did it and did a great job at it,” 
Lockridge said. “She met her goals, and 





JANUARY 26, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
» Men's Basketball: Junior guard Chris 
Harrison-Docks is no longer on the 
team according to a statement from 
Head Coach Ray Harper. 
Cheerleaders give record-setting performance at nationals
Lady Tops defeat Charlotte behind Noble’s career day 
BY BAILEY TOWNSEND 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
On Jan. 16 the WKU co-ed 
and women’s cheerleading 
teams traveled to Disney’s 
ESPN Wide World of Sports in 
Orlando, Florida, to compete 
in the Universal Cheerleading 
Association College National 
Championships.
The UCA nationals showcase 
top collegiate cheerleading 
squads and feature highly com-
petitive Division I programs.
Despite facing stiff com-
petition, the women’s squad 
placed third out of 18 teams 
while the co-ed team placed 
eighth out of 23 teams. The No. 
3 finish for the women’s team 
is the highest finals ranking in 
WKU’s cheerleading history.
“I was really excited for an 
amazing group of young ladies 
who were able to consistently 
better themselves and work 
together toward a common 
goal,” women’s Assistant Coach 
Joshua Bewley said. “[The co-
ed team] lead the way with 
their highest placement last 
year, which fueled us to follow 
in those footsteps and push for 
our own best finish this year.”
Last year at nationals, the co-
ed team finished fifth overall in 
its category. That final ranking 
was previously the highest fin-
ish any WKU cheerleading team 
had accomplished at nationals.
The co-ed team was also one 
of the only teams in the entire 
competition to successfully 
land its routine on both days 
of the competition.
The impressive back-to-
back finishes showed the 
strength and consistency of 
the cheerleading program, 
which has shown consider-
able improvement in the last 
several seasons.
The women’s team, whose 
main goal for the contest was 
to place in the top five, fully 
met that goal with its third-
place ranking. This finish 
etches a mark for the squad in 
WKU’s all-time record books as 
the top cheerleading team to 
attend the university.
“Once they announced third 
place and called our name, we 
were in shock but so excited to 
have done that well and have 
placed higher than any other 
Western cheerleading team,” 
said freshman women’s cheer-
leader Savannah Pierce. “We 
had two top-10 finishes for 
all-girl and coed, and that was 
the best part, seeing our entire 
program thrive.”
When asked what advice he 
gave the women’s squad be-
fore it competed in the finals, 
Coach Bewley said, “I told 
them, ‘You only need to beat 
yourselves and the routine. 
If you do that, the placement 
will take care of itself. You have 
worked so hard all year; take
this moment and enjoy it.’”
Both teams enjoyed their
success at nationals, kick-start-
ing the 2016 semester for the
cheerleading program. Both
top-10 finishes set a powerful
example for future squads.
The WKU cheerleaders will
continue to support both the
men’s and women’s basketball
teams for the rest of their sea-
sons as they head towards the
Conference-USA tournament.
The WKU women’s cheerleading team placed third in the Universal Cheerleading Association College National Championships on Jan. 
3. Third is the highest fi nish in WKU cheerleading history. PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSHUA BEWLEY
Redshirt junior guard Kendall Noble (12) shoots for two as Charlotte's guard Laia Reventos (4) defends during the Lady Top-





The WKU Lady Toppers remained 
undefeated in conference play after a 
77-66 victory over Charlotte in Diddle 
Arena on Saturday, led in part by a his-
toric day from redshirt junior guard 
Kendall Noble. Noble notched the first 
triple-double by a Lady Topper in pro-
gram history.
Despite her great performance, it 
took a balanced effort across the board 
from the Lady Toppers to put the 49ers 
of Charlotte away.
Freshman forward Taylor Brown had 
her number called when sophomore 
forward Ivy Brown picked up three 
fouls in the first half. Taylor Brown re-
sponded in a major way.
Taylor Brown finished with a near 
double-double with 10 points and 
eight rebounds. Ivy Brown still man-
aged to have a solid outing finishing 
with 9 points and nine rebounds be-
fore fouling out in the fourth quarter.
“I did well rebounding and being 
aggressive in the post,” Taylor Brown 
said. “[Coach] tells 
me, ‘Stay aggres-
sive all the time, re-
bound and run the 
floor.’”
Freshman for-
ward Dee Givens 
provided her usual spark off the bench, 
scoring 12 points on four 3-pointers 
in the first half. Sophomore forward 
Tashia Brown struggled with her shot 
early but found her rhythm and fin-
ished with 15 points on 4-14 shooting. 
Freshman guard Kayla Smith added 8 
points as well.
On Saturday, Noble played her usual 
game but walked off the court with a 
historic distinction: the first triple-
double in Lady Topper history.
“It was like the third quarter I think, 
and Micah [Jones] was like, ‘You need 
two assists and a rebound so you bet-
ter get it,’” Noble said. “It’s pretty cool 
because WKU is a great program and 
has a great history. I thought some-
body would’ve got it before me, but 
I’m glad to be the first, and hopefully 
there’ll be many more.”
Noble finished with 17 points, 11 re-
bounds and 11 assists.
“I think I just played like I usually 
do, but teammates were making shots
and if they aren’t making shots then I
don’t get [the triple-double], so thanks
to them,” Noble said.
Noble picked a good time to notch 
the milestone. After leading com-
fortably for the whole second half,
the 49ers came roaring back, cutting
WKU’s lead to 2 points with just un-
der eight minutes remaining in the
game.
“Charlotte cut our lead all the way to 
2 points, and they continued to keep
grinding and doing the things that we
needed to do and I’m proud of that,”
Head Coach Michelle Clark-Heard
said.
Behind Noble’s leadership, the Lady 
Toppers went on a 16-4 run to put the
game out of reach.
“I kept telling her that one day it was 











The WKU men’s basketball team (10-
10) headed to Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, on Saturday to take on the 49ers 
(6-13) in the last leg of its four-game 
road trip. The 49ers took advantage of 
costly WKU turnovers and poor tran-
sition defense to hand the Hilltoppers 
their tenth loss of the season with a fi-
nal score of 88-71.
Charlotte opened the contest with a 
10-4 run to set the tone for the rest of 
the game. They led for 38 minutes and 
10 seconds.
“We had too many defensive break-
downs, just some mental mistakes,” 
said Head Coach Ray Harper in a post-
game radio interview. “Defensively 
we’ve just got to be better.”
WKU was almost down by 12 points 
in the first half but instead finished the 
period on a 9-0 run, bringing the score 
to 35-32 at halftime.
After the break, sophomore forward 
Justin Johnson again reduced the lead 
when he scored the half’s first 2 points. 
However, Charlotte guards Jon Davis 
and Braxton Ogbueze turned up the 
intensity for the 49ers as Charlotte 
went on an 11-4 run to go up 48-40.
Shortly after the 11-4 run, the 49ers 
were at it again as they went on a 10-2 
run to take a 58-42 lead at the 12:41 
mark in the second half.
Charlotte managed to go up by 25 
points over WKU with 2:29 remain-
ing in the game. The Toppers watched 
Charlotte finish the night shooting 55 
percent from the field while also sink-
ing 10 3-pointers.
WKU only had three players finish in 
double figures. Johnson led the way in 
scoring for the Toppers with 21 points 
and six rebounds.
Redshirt senior forward Nigel Snipes 
contributed 12 points, and junior 
guard Fredrick Edmond had a spec-
tacular night finishing with a double-
double. The junior college transfer 
was 8-15 from the field, good for 18 
points while also grabbing a game-
high 14 rebounds.
“I thought Fred Edmond played about 
as well as he could play,” Harper said in 
the postgame radio interview. “He gave 
us about everything he could.”
The rest of the Hilltopper team shot 
only 6 of 21 from the field, scoring just 
20 points. Charlotte forced WKU to 
turn the ball over 13 times, which lead 
to 20 points for the 49ers. They also 
SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL
 PAGE B2
WKU falls to 
Charlotte in 
blowout loss
